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His Majesty, King Husayn (Hussein) of Jordan^ accompanied *by a 
party of approxi^tely fourteen civilian and military advisers, and 
personal aides, will arrive in VJashington on March 23 > 1959 for an 
unofficial visit to the United States. 


Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Samir al-Rifa/i, 
accompanied hy his wife and daughter, and hy a party of five official 
advisers vill arrive in Washington a few days before the King. 

Biographic reports on the members of both official parties arranged 
in alphabetical order after the King and the Prime Minister, are 

appended. 


The American Embassy 
written HUSSEIN. 


at Amman suggests that the King^s name be 
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al-HASKIMI, Husayn I - Hla Majesty, the King of Jordan. 3 

al-KEFA'''I, Samir - Prime Minister and Minister of .Foreign Affairs.. 5 

DAOUD, Saman - Minister of Commerce and of Finance .7 

al-FAYIZ, Alcif - Minister of Agriculttire.*.8 

al-HANANIA, Anastas - Vice President of the Jordan Developnjent 

Board.9 

JUM*A, Midhat - Ambassador to the United States . 11 

al-LAWZY, Ahmad Abd al-Karim « Chief of Palace Protocol.*.12 

MAHER, Fawaz (Brig.) - Deputy Chief of Staff for Administration ... 13 

al-MAJALI, Hazza - Court Minister ..... ih 

MUKAMMAD, Anwar - Junior Aide de Camp to the King . Xb 

NASSER Bin Jamil, Sharif (Lt. Col.) • Commanding Officer of the 

Royal Guard Regiment 

(uncle of the King^. 1? 

al-OTHMAK, Ibrahim (Lt. Col.) - Commanding Officer of the Jordanian 

Air Force . l6 

al-RIFA'I, Abd al-Mun.'im - Director of National Guidance.. 19 

SATI, Shavkat (Dr.) - Personal Physician to the King .. 21 

SHARA, Sadiq (Major General) - Chief of Staff 

SHUKRI, Haydar - Leading banker and businessman.22 

SUHAYMAT, Kuhammad (Lt. Col.) - Chief of CID . 2h 

al-TALHU13I, Dahjat - Chief of the Royal Cabinet .25 

* 

TUQAN, Ghallb - First Court Chamberlain ..... 27 

YASIN, Fathi (Lt. Col.) - Senior Aide de Camp to the King 28 
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Eusayn ascended the throne of Jordan on May 2, 1953, at the age 
of eighteen (according to Muslim computation). During the first two 
years of his reign he functioned as little more than a symbol, devoting 
much of his energies to boyish pastimes, including the racing of sport 
ears. He gradmlly began assuming a more important role in affairs of 
state, and with hia dismissal of General Glubb on March 1, 1956, assumed 
a dominant role. Following his dramatic action of April 1957, when he 
moved suddenly and swiftly against jaro-Soviet and pro-Egyptian elements 
in Jordan, he has won considerable international acclaim for his coiorage 
and slcLLl, Of alight physical stature, Husayn is personable and 
friendly, although somewhat shy. He has a great deal of boyish charm 
and is coiirteous and considerate to people of all raiiks of life* Cap¬ 
able of resolute and determined action, he still displays a certain 
irresponsibility and emotionalism* The depth of popular support for 
him is not great* His primary support stems from the Jordan Amy, which, 
however, contains many untrustworthy elements. He is the strongest 
single person in Jordan today and were his career to be ended by 
assassination, it is likely that his country would not survive his demise# 
At the time of the coup d*etat in Iraq, JtfLy 1958, British troops were 
flOTrni to Amman at his request to sustain the regime# 


Husayn was born on November l4, 1935 at Amman^ the eldest son of tb 
then Prince Talal and Princess Zayn. Huaayn*3 family life was marred by 
a number of painful incidents, culminating in the stormy period of Talai 
insanity and subsequent abdication in 1952* Husayn went to school at 
Victoria College, a British public school type of institution in 
Alexandria, Egypt, then, after being proclaimed heir to the throne on 
September 9, 1951, be was sent to Harrow in England# After only a year 
at Harrow he was transferred to Sandhurst College, England, for another 
year of training and then was called heme to assvime his royal duties# 
Several unforeseen events within the Hashemite f amily had brought him 
to the throne at this early age. His grandfather, King Abdullah, was 
assassinated at Mosque al-Aqsa in JerusfiQ.em on July 20, 1951 a-nd. Prince 
Talal became King. Serious mental illness ccmpeHed King Talal to 
abdicate from the throne on August 11, 1952 and on that date an act 
of Parliament proclaimed Husayn King and established a regency council 
to rule until May 2, 1953 when, according to the Muslim Ivinar calendar, 
Husayn attained his majority. 


On April 19, 1955 King Husayn married his cousin. Princess Dina 
Abd-al-Hamid al-Aoun of Egypt* A year later on February 3, 195^, a 
daughter, Aliya, was bom, but the marriage was not a success and 
Queen Dina left Amman to return to her parents in September 1956. It 
was reported that King Husayndivorce became official in June 1957* 
Princess Aliya remains in the custody of her father* King Husayn*s 
yoxinger brother Muhammad, bom in 19^2, is presumably the heir to the 

throne* 
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al-HRSHBCE. Husa 



(continued) 


King Husayn is still a very young man^ but his detezinination to 
survive and keep his little klngdcm Intact has been noted and admired 
throughout the free world# He is proud of being a Hashemite (i«e#^ a 
descendant of the Projihet in the Hashemite line ), proud of being an 
Arab^ and proud of his own country# His education was unfortunately 
cut short early in his career and what little he received was heavily 
weighted toward military training. He has few intellectual interests^ 
but he is an accomplished pilot and has almost a professional knowledge 
of sport cars# He is fond of hunting and an expert rider with a stable 
of fine Arabian horses kept for him by his uncle, Sharif al-Nasser, in 
Amman# ^ The King is sensitive about his lack of height (he Is five feet 
three inches tall), but his bearing is erect# Small, tense, impulsive 
and brave. King Husayn will probably appeal to many Americans# 



* Although HUSAYN is one of many transliterations for the King's 
Arabic name, he is said to prefer that it be spelled HUSSEIN. 
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al-RIPA*I, Samir 


Samir al-Rifa*i, Prime Minister of Jordan and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs since May 1958j and the leading politician of Jordan, has 
attempted with the support of King fiusayn to hold the Kingdom together 
since the July l4th coup in Baghdad. Rlfa'i was Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs in the rbrahlm Hashlm cabinet, April 25, 
1957 - May 1958 , ^nd played a leading part in the negotiations between 
Baghdad and Amman which led to the short-lived union of Jordan and Iraq. 
(May-July 1958)* He is pro-Westem, loyal to King Husayn, patriotic, 
and a skiHful politician, but has little popular support in Jordan. 

Bom at Safad in northern Palestine in 1899, al-Rifa^i belongs to 
a Sunni Muslim family which migrated to Transjordan in I 925 . He was 
educated at St. Liike*s, an Anglican secondary school in Safad, but has 
had no university training. In 1922 he entered the Palestine Civil 
Service and in 19^5 transferred to the Transjordanian civil service. 
Al-Rifa'i married the sister of Haydar Shukry^ a wealthy banker, and 
has six children, three sons and three dau^ters. His eldest son, Zayd, 
studied at Harvard and his second son in London. His younger brother, 

Abd al-Munim al-Rifa*i, was formerly the Jordanian Ambassador at 
Washington. Samij- al-Rlfa^i speaks excellent English, French, Turkish, 
and Arabic. 

His first cabinet post, the Ministry of Interior, was accepted in 
19^+* Since that date he has held many cabinet positions and has 
served as Prime Minister on five separate occasions; October 19^ - 
May 19 , 19 ^ 5 j February 4, 1947 - December 24, 1947; December 4, 1950 - 
July 25 , 19515 January 9^ 195^ - May 20, 1956; and May 1958 to the 
present. 

* 

Chosen hy the late King Abdullah to be Prime Minister for the first 
time in 1944, al-Rifa'i developed a relationship with the ICing which was 
marked by mutual respect and affection and which lasted until Abdullah's 
death in 1951* In January 1949 Abdullah sent Rifa'i to the United States 
as his personal envoy to discuss official United States recognition of 
Jordan. The mission was successfully accomplished and shortly after 
Rifa'i returned he was appointed Minister of Cc\irt, In this strategic 
position, and later as Prime Minister, Rifa'i seriously attempted to 
carry out the King's wishes in effecting a rapprochement between Jordan 
and Israel but agreement was never reached. 

When the young King Husayn ascended the throne Rifa'i suffered a 
certain amount of political eclipse. He formed a short-lived political 
party called the Ifanna in 1954 and did not return to active participation 
in the government until 1956, when he became Prime Minister. Since 
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al~RIFA'I, Samir (continued) 


that date he has been used increasin^y as an adviser by the royal family. 
Rifa'i is a mercurial peraon^, shre^/d and determined, willing to take 
strong measures, and ’^-rilling to sacrifice much to attain his ends. He 
has had a weak heart for years and is not always well, but seems to be 
in relatively good health at present. Ke has no illusions about bis 
popularity but i.t is bio firm conviction he alone as Prime MlJilster 
has the power to keep‘Jordan in the Western camn. 



9 
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Minister of Ccsrsnerce and of Development and Recon- 
st^ction, has served in four catinets, including Sulayman Natulsi's, 
and each tme has held, among others, the portfolio of Trade,Develop¬ 
ment and Reconstruction. Friendly and cooperative toward Americans, 
Daoud does not like United States policy in Palestine hut is reasonabl 
in his opposition. He avoids berating the Westerner for the Palestine 

ragedy and partly for this reason is probably not as appealing to his 

fellow Palestinians as he might otherwise be. He is sincere and 

s ralghtforward, has not been involved in scandal or corruption, is 

considered to be an honest businessman, and is not interested in 

politics. He has done an able job in the positions he has held in the 
Jordanian cabinet. 


1 ^ lallah c. 1905, Daoud is a portly and dignified figure 

in nis mid-fifties, although he looks younger. He is a product of 
Jerusalem s English-language St. Georges School and the now defunct 
Jerus^em Law Classes, a night school given under the auspices of the 

Mandatory Government, at which he studied while working 
and from ’ ' • - » 


which he received a Law degree in I927 


. . He eventually became 
and served in the Mandate Government Judiciary, After tenni- 

►f the Mandate, he vas a member of the committee set up to unify 
i of West and East Jordan. 


General for West Jordan and was serving in 


He was subsequently made 


exevauea zo une cabinet fonaed by Sa**id Mufti on May 30, 1955. 

♦ 

A prominent member of the Greek Orthodox community, Daoud has ■ 

•ve in the campaign of the local orthodox community to transfer : 
privileges held hy the Greek clergy to local Arab clergy and la; 

when Daoud was a judge in the Jerusalem Law Courts 
exaerly father ran a small refreshment stand-restaurant in the s£_ 

building, which was a shock to local attitudes regarding prestige and 
position. Duoud is now quite wealthy by local standards. Reportedly, 
his wealth was obtained through intelligent business ventures and he 
now receives sufficient income from real property and various business 
investments in Ramallah to support himself and family comfortably. He 

lade man. 


Daoud is 
speaks Arabic 
and one son. 


loderately, and 


affable and polite, smokes and drinks 

and fluent English. He is married and has two daughters 
The latter is believed to be sub-normal mentally. 
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Akif ai-Fayiz, the son of Sheikh Mithqal al-Fayiz^is a lead< 
the large Bani Setkhr trihe, and owes his ministerial appointment 
King's need of Bedcidn support. Minister of Agriculture since Ap: 
Alcif (Bey) held the portfolio of Reconstruction and Development : 
April 1957 to October 1957^ and the portfolio of Defense from Oc 
1957 to May 1958* He is the one man presently In the government 
represents the Bedcpoins and his principal contribution to the sup 
the Throne is his constant consultation with army officers who 


members of his tribe and who reportedly follow his leadership- 



_Nevertheless he is a supremely self-confident 

individual and as the most prominent son of Sheikh Mithqal may some day 
be paramount Sheikh of the Bani Sakhr* The strength of his position, of 
coxorse, will be closely limited by the importance of the Bedouin factor 


Jordanian 


Al-Fayiz is friendly to Americans 
govermnent ^ s pro-US poll cy • 


Akif al-Fayiz was born on September 15> 1926 at Amman, Jordan, where 
be received his elementary education. His first term in Parliament began 
in 1947 when he was elected by the Southern BedctilnB. Ee remained in 
Parliament until 1950 but was not re-elected until 195^, reportedly be¬ 
cause General Glubb, then the British Chief of Staff of Jordan, believed 
he was too liberal in his views. He was elected in 195^ as a National 
Socialist. At one time he was also close to the left-wing Ba^th Party, 

On the other band, he has maintained close relations with Seonir al-Rifai 
and in 195^ was a member of the latter's short-lived Umma Party. Embassy 
Amman reported in 1958 that it did not believe that in any instance 
these allegiances represented anything more than "passing affinities". 


he 

he 

He 


Al-Fayiz visited the United States in 1953 when as a leader grantee 
participated in a water study program. Except for his trip to America 
has not traveled outside of the Arab world. He speaks only Arabic, 
has been married to foxir women and rreeximablv has several children. 
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al~HAMNIA, Anastas 


Anastas al-Hanania, Vic6 President of the Jordanian Pevelopnent 
Board^ was Minister of Finance and of Reconstruction and Bevelopnent 
prior to appointment to his present position. A ccMpetent and loyal 
official^ quiet and cultiired, Hananla works closely with Prime Minister 
Samir al-Rifa^i. Despite his generally mild manner and preference for 
remaining behind the scenes^ Eanania ceoi be forceful in dealing with 
subordinates and has advocated strong security measures for Jordan. 

He is extremely cautious^ does not like to make public statementsj and 
as a cabinet minister was often unwilling to make even minor decisions 
without first clearing them with the Prime Minister. He is a subtle 
negotiator and is able to work with most Muslim politicians even though 
he is a Christian (Greek Orthodox) Palestinian. Since 195 O he has held 
more ministerial posts than any other Jordanian^ and as long as a con¬ 
servative government svirvlves he may be expected to continue to occupy 
important and infj.ucntial posts. 

Hanania was bom c. I 9 OO (sane sources indicate as early as I 895 ) 
in Jex-usalem of a veil to do Christian merchant family and was educated 
in Jerusalem and at the American University of Beirut, but did not 
graduate. He later obtained a degree from the Jerusalem School of Law 
and in 1922 entered the Palestine Mandate Civil Service as a Magistrate. 

He remained only a few years in the government, however, and resigned in 
1929 • Hanania practiced lav in Jerusalem during the remainder of the 
Mandate period and in later years served on the Municipal Council of 
Jerusalem. He is said to have amassed a sizable fortione as a lawyer in 
Jerusalem. It is perhaps an important character indication that when 
leaving Jerusalem in 19^8 he stuffed his pants pockets with 6 5 OOC —• 
far more prudence than exhibited by most other refugees. He remained in 
Jordan-held Jerusalem until 195^ s-nd still considers the city home. 

Said al^^Mufti chose Hanania as Minister of Posts and Telegraph in 
his Cabinet formed in April 1950; letter in October of that year Hanania 
took over the newly established Ministry of Reconstruction and Develop¬ 
ment — a post which he has since held in six different cabinets. Hanania 
displayed great Interest in his work with refugees and has been generally 
lauded by both UHRWA and USCM officials for taking a rational approach to 
highly political and emotional refugee problems. 

In 1951 Hanania ran for Parliament against Ba'athist Abdullah Navas 
but was soundly defeated because he could not match the extreme promises 
of his opponent. He has not entered an election since, prefering to rely 
for political strength on his position as a loyal and canpetent 
Palestinian Christian. Like other conservatives, he was pushed aside 
during the Nabulsi regime^ but re-emerged in April 1957 as one of the 
charter members of the present government. 
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al-HANAUIA, Anastas (contiaued) 


The Hananias are frequently seen socially^ especially vith their 
many relatives among the local Christian coinmunity. They have two 
daughters (one recently married to a Lehetnese) and a son Baud who is 
now serving as a Flight Surgeon with the Royal Jordanian Air Force. 
Eanania has traveled to Western Europe and is well acquainted with 
Western ways. Embassy observers have heard him ably conduct a conver¬ 
sation with British socialites on the technical points of horse racing 
and the problems of owning a stable of racing horses. He speaks 
excellent English and good French. , 


< j 




I 

o* 


“cV 


i 4 




rrWiliWWWWy/MOFORN 



C01402330 


4 



JORDAN 

JUMA, MlOHAT. 




C01402330 



OFORN 


- 11 - 






JIM'A, Midhat 
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Midhat Jum'a, who presented his credentials ft's Ambassador to the 
United States on November l8, 1958# has for the last few years played 
the role of "the King's man" in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, The 
Ambassador has been in Washington such a birief time that it is too early 
to evaluate his performance in his present post. He gives the Impression^ 
hovrever, of being retiring and unprepossessing. As Court Chamberlain 
and as Under Secretary of Foreign Affairs for Press, Broadcasting and 
Tourism frctn 1956 to 1958, he performed Important services as an adviser 
and supporter of the Palace and as director of the propaganda war which 
Jordan must continually wage. The Jum'as, a Kurdish family of Tafilah, 
now boast six brothers in strategic positions in the government, who 
have achieved power by dint of unrelenting efforts to educate themselves 
and to seek favor at the Palace, and by determined and fearless efforts 
to support their superiors. 

Midhat Jum'a was born at Tafilah, Jordan in 1920. After receiving 
his secondary education at Salt and in Lebanon, he went to Cairo to 
study, and received his BA frcm Fuad I University in 1944. He taught 
school for a year at Salt and then reentered Fuad I University to study 
journalism, receiving a degree in 1949* While still in Cairo in 194? 
he served at the Jordan Legation as a secretary, and in 1951 'w^.s 
appointed Counselor. In 1952 he was transferred to London as Charge, 
later Counselor of Embassy, and in 1954 he became Minister of Pakistan, 
Early in 1956 he was retximed to Amman to serve as Chief of Protocol 
at the Palace and in July 1956 he took over the post of Under Secretary 
of Foreign Affairs for Press, Broadcasting and Tourism. Although 
principally assigned to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Midhat Jum'a 
maintained close liaison with the Palace and acted as Court Chamberlain 
after April 1957# although this latter appointment was never officially 
confirmed. 


Midhat Jum'a is married to am Egyptian girl whan he met in Cairo; 
they have one child. The Jum'as both speak English and Arabic. They 
entertain frequently and will take an occasional drink. The Jum'as 
appear to lead a happy married life. 

In August 1958 Mldhat Jimi'a attended the special session of the 
UN General Assembly. This was his first trip to the United States. He 
enjoys the benefits of Western civilization and pays lip service to the 
West politically, but probably has no deep convictions on intematinnal 
affairs and would not be apt to remain loyal to any creed that interfered 
with his personal ambition. He is talented, clever, and ruthless, but 
can be warm and friendly, and has the reputation in the journalistic 
world of being a tireless worker and a thoroughly conpetent journalist. 
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al-LAWZY^ Ahmad Abd al-Karim 

Ahmad JLavzy^ Chief of Palace Protocol, is a fairly competent man 
vho is •'..n intimate contact vith the King. Before 1953 when Lawzy vas 
a teacher at al-Husayn College in Amman, it was reported that he worked 
with the Commimists as a recruiter and as a pamphlet distributor. Since 
his appointment as Palace Chamberlain in 1953 and subsequent appointments 
in the regime, he has apparently been loyal to King Husayn. It is 
believed that he may still be a secret member of the lefb-irtng Ba*th l^rty, 

possibly vith the kncr^ledge and consent of the King, and that he acts as 
a link between the King and the Ba'th Party. If this is actually his 
position, his political importance is considerably greater than it would 
appear to be on the surface. If a left-wing opposition group should ccme 
to power in Jordan his Ba‘th connections would probably stand him in good 
stead despite his collaboration with the Hashemite dynasty. 

Lawzy is slat^^d to accompany King Euaayn on his pri’/ate visit to 
Formosa, the United States, and the United Kingdom in March-April 1959» 

Re will be responsible for protocol and other arrangements for the trip. 

For some time he has been schediiled for a leader grant visit to the U. S., 
but this has been cancelled because of his opportunity to visit the US 
as a member of the King's party. 

Lawzy is a handsome, dork-haired, fairly short man with warn eyes. 

Ee is invariably dressed in a black suit with a white and silver tie, 
apparently his Idea of the proper uniform for a protocol officer. Ee is 
subdued in voice, manner and spirit and does not often appear at parties 
except for official occasions. Lawzy is a student of the Arabic language 
and its literature. Ee has published literary and historical essays in 
local magazines and has occasionally lectured on these subjects. 

Lawzy was born in 1925 at Amman, a member of a small Beduln tribe 
from the Salt area. He professes to be proud of his tribal background. 

He graduated in 1950 from the Hi^ Teachers Training College, Bagdad, 

He speaks excellent Arabic and fair English. Lawzy has travelled to Iraq, 
Lebanon, Egypt,Syria, Saudi Arabia and Pakistan. 

On graduation from college Lawzy became a teacher of Arabic literature 
at Husayn College in Amman and the Salt Secondary School. In 1953 was 
appointed a Palace Chamberlain. He was later made Assistant Master of 
Ceremonies at the Royal Palace and subsequently promoted to Master cf 
Ceremonies. In 1957 he transferred to Chief of Protocol at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, and in 1958 returned to the Palace as Chief of 
Protocol. His job comprises more than mere protocol, for he shares in 
the ackninistration of the Palace organization. 

Lawzy's wife is a member of the al-Kabariti family of Ma*an. Her 
brother, Atallah al-Kabariti, was elected to the House last year from the 
Ma'an district, Mrs. Lawzy is attractive, speaks no English and only 
rarely accompanies her husband on social occasions. 
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MAHER, Favraz (Brigadier) 


Brigadier General Fawaz Maher, Deputy Chief of Staff for Administra¬ 
tion, and senior. Circassian officer, is "considered a‘good field coicmander, 
but limited in his ability for staff work. Blond-haired, six feet 
tall, and impressive in appearance, the Brigadier is intelligent, ambitious, 
and has a good sense of humor. Maher has been considered loyal to the 
King and pro-Western- As the ranking Circassian officer and an influential 

leader of this minority-group he Is fearful of what might happen to the 
Circassians if an Ultra-Nationalist Arab regime were to come to power. 
Recently it has been alleged that he is dissatisfied because his present 
assignment gives him little responsibility and no power. He was included 
in the entourage of King Husayn for the March-April 1959 trip to Formosa, 
the United States and England to tn 5 >rove his morale. In August-September 
1957 Maher and another officer visited the Malayan Pennlnsula and Nationalist 
China. They were impressed by the military strength exhibited by the 
Free Chinese Army. 

Maher was born in 1922 at Amman (other sources say 191^ at Kerak). 

His father had left Riassia in l895> lived for a time in Turkey, and then 
came to Jordan. Maher completed secondary school in Amman, and Joined 
the Arab Legion in 19^1 as a private, attaining cadet status by selection 
in I 9 U 2 . From 19^3 to 19^7 he was on duty in Palestine with various 
infantry units. He was promoted to 1st Lieutenant in 19^3> captain in 
1945 , and major in 19^8 • Until 1948 he was a junior officer of no 
distinction, but did so well in combat during the Arab-Israel hostilities 
that his rise afterwards was rapid. He and Habib Majalli were the first 
two Jordanians to be made regimental commanders in the British controlled 
Arab Legion, and in 1953 a Lt. Colonel Maher was sent to the Royal 
Staff College at Camberley, England. While in England he also served as 
aide de camp to Husayn (then a Prince) when Husayn was at Harrow and at 
Sandhurst. In 1955 Maher became a full Colonel and in May 1956 was pro¬ 
moted to Brigadier. In 1957 he was Military Governor of Amman, later 
Commander of the Jordanian National Guard, and in July 1958 became 
Assistant Chief of the General Staff for Administration. 


Maher has a Circassian wife and four children. He speaks Circassian, 
Arabic and fairly good English. The Mahers are Muslims. 
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Hazza al-v.-Iajali, Court Minister, is an East Jordanian who commands 
wide respect in Jordan even among the former Palestinians of the West 
Bank* He was appointed Court Minister on August 2, 1958, and prior 
to that had been head of the Jordan Development Board since July 2, 
1957* A member of the prominent :^ajali family of Kerak, he is con¬ 
sidered frank, courageous, intelligent Euid highly ambitious* In 
December, 1955, he was r*rirria Minister for five days during the riots 
against the Baghdad pact* He is apparently desirous of taking over 
the reins of government again, but does not feel that the time is 
yet ripe to replace Prime Minister Rifa*i* It has been reported 
that Majali considers himself ”a man of the people^ and would like 
to establish a more widely based government than the present one, but 
King rtusayn does not think: he is strong enough to handle the fiifficult 
situation in Jordan today, Majali appears to have a certain amount 
of support from British officials stationed at Amman and he is liked 
by the Queen i’iother Zain. He is an inveterate intriguer, a man to 
watch because his wide connections in Jordan appear to run the gamut 
of the political scene, including Bedouins and Bathists, Embassies 
and the Court, and both East and West.Jordanians, 


Haaza al-pJiajali, a cousin of Habis .Viajali (Commander of the 
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was born in 1916 at Kerak, graduated in law 
lyria, and later married his first cousin, the 


Jordan Arab Army 
the University of Syria 
daughter of Rfaifan al-Majali, head of the Majali family. The Majali 
family, originally of Bedouin stock, emigrated from the west side of 
the Dead Sea to the east side 150 years ago, settled in the Kerak 
district, and have since prospered and become influential in many 
phases of Jordanian life* Hazza Majali began his career as Chief of 
Protocol in the palace of the late King Abdullah and then served as 
mayor of Amman from 1948 to 1950* As mayor he showed remarkable 
initiative in improving the town’s appearance and in constructing 
new roads. He received his first cabinet appointment in December 
1950 when he became Minister of Agriculture. He later accepted the 
portfolio of Justice, holding both until July 1951* In 1954 r.’ajali 
was made Minister of Interior, joined the rather left wing National 
Socialist Party at the time of its organization in the summer of 
that year, and became Minister of Justice in the Abu al-Huda reshuffled 
cabinet of October of the same year. The National Socialist Party 
charged that the October elections were fraudulent and expelled 
Hazza majali from the party for accepting a position in Abu al-Huda’s 
cabinet. In April 1955, while still Minister of Justice, liaajali was 
a Jordanian delegate to the Afro-Asian Conference held at Bandung* 

After briefly serving as Prime Minister in December 1955, he remained 
inactive politically until July 22, 1957 when he became head of the 
Jordan Development Board. 
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al--I' jAJALIj Ha 2 za (continued) 


In September 1953 itojali came to New York as a Point IV grantee. 
He had to return to Amman to accept a cabinet position, but refers to 
his brief trip to the United States with pleasure. He speaks Arabic 
and knows a little English, bub has to rely on an interpreter when 
conducting state business, biajali is a handsome man with interesting 
eyes that have a certain shining and mischievous quality. He and 
his wife have a small son and two young daughters. ..irs. -fiiajali is 
not completely vailed and sometimes goes to parties. She is said to 
be a favorite friend of the Queen -“Jother, Zain and has been alleged 
to be involved with Sharif Nasser in smuggling hashish, lulajali, 
though a good Muslim, will take an occasional social drink* 
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MUHAMMAD, An^r 

First Lieutenant Anvar Muhammad, Junior Aide de Gamp to King Husayn, 
•will accompany the IG.ng on his trip to Formosa, the United States and 
England in March and April 1959* A handsome Circassian, he is short and 
stoclqr, with red hair and a mustache. He vbs horn at Amman in 1929^ 
joined the Arab ‘ Legion in 19^5 as a soldier, came up through the ranlcs, 
was commissioned as an officer, and became a military aide to the King 
in the summer of 1957* Lieutenant Muhammad is a Muslim and speaks 
Arabic and a little English. He understands more English than he speaks, 
but is shy. 
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NASSER Bin Jamil^ Sharif (Lt. Colonel) 
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Sharif (Prince) Kasserj the Uncle of King Husayn and the CornmancLlng 
Officer of the Royal Guard Regiment, is one of the closest advisers, 
friends and supporters of the young King. He is a paunchy, substantial 
looking man of medium height who seems much older than his actual 32 
years. He wei^s 200 pounds and Is only five feet six inches but has 
a dashing black mustache and a soft pleasing voice. Not a sophisticated 
person by Western standards, Colonel Nasser^s friends are the Bedoxiin 
tribesmen- An excellent horseman, he can ride across the desert on an 
Arabian horse or a camel and plot his way by the stars. He is also a 
good shot and likes hunting gazelles and other game. For 
has been the principal crony and evening companion of King Huaayn. 
has the reputation of being fond of the ladies and is quite willing 

As ConaDander of t 


some years h 

. He 


to buy their attentions for himself or the King. 
Royal Guard Nasser's salary is $120.00 per month, 
by smuggling hashish, arms, and gold. 


this 


Born August 7, 1929 at Alexandria, Egypt, Nasser is descended from 
the Prophet in the Hashemite line. His great-grandfather was Sharif 
Ali, the Amir of Mecca, and an ancestor of King Abdullah of Jordan and 
icing Faysal of Iraq. Sharif Nasser is the younger brother of Queen 
Zain who married her first cousin, the abdicated King Talal. Nasser 
studied in Alexandria and Jordan and graduated from the Iraqi Royal 
Military Academy in 1948. After graduating he served ■vrith a Libyan 
desert regiment until 1951 when he returned to Amman and joined the 


Arab Legion. He was a military aide to King Talal during his brief reign, 
and when King Husayn ascended the throne became Husayn' s aide and chief 
of the Royal Household. He became a Lieutenant Colonel in 195^ and was 
appointed Commander of the Royal Guard Brigade, an elite overstrength 
brigade formed shortly after the dismissal of Ali Abu Nuvar as Chief of 


the General Staff in April 1957* 


Palace security was thus placed in 

He maintains a corps of police 


the Sharif's unquestionably loyal hands, 
to help in this task. He is a constant companion of King Husayn and 
is influential in the present regime. 


Nasser is married and has two children, Jamil and 
the royal stable of full-blooded Arabian steeds, some 
lineage going back 8 OO years, 
host. His laneaiaees include 


He keeps 
with a 


He plays poker and cau:iasta and is ; 
excellent English, French euad Arabic 
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al-OTHIAM, Ibrahim (Lt. Colonel) 


Lt* Colonel Ibrahim al-Otbman^ Ccmmanding Officer of the Jordanian 
Air Force, is a Circassian, loyal to the King, and competent as a pilot. 
He does a competent job of running the sm all but growing Jordanian Air 
Force. In addition to his official duties. Colonel Othmaui also serves 
as the lQ.ng*3 ad-viser and is frequently called to the Palace to consult 
with the King on Air Force matters• He is a sensitive, ambitious man, 
Inclined to be sarcastic, and rather insecure in the present wave of 
Arab nationalism because of his Circassian background. 

Othman was born at Amman in 1928# His father, Osman Kouchkayoff, 
was bom in Russia, fled to Turkey in l899> later came to Jordan. 

One of Othman *s uncles lives in the United States. Othman dropped his 
Circassian family name, and took Othman as a name cOTmon to Arabic, 
Turkish, and Circassian. After canpleting secondary s :hcoling in Amman, 
Othman enlisted in the Arab Legicn in 19^6 as an officer and was sent 
to England for training courses in 195^ and 1955j and to the 

Royal Airforce Staff College in 1958* He speaks fluent En^ish. Othman 
is married to a Pakistani and has two children. 


In July 1958 , at the time of the Iraqi coup, Othman was in Baghdad 
for conferences with the Iraqis on unifying the airforces of Jordan and 
Iraq under the Arab Union. He was caught and beaten by the same mob 
which killed three American citizens. After his return to Jordan he 
was hospitalized for a time and was unable to resxjme flying because he 
blacks out at times. It is probable that King Husayn has included 
Colonel Othman in the party aoccmpanying him on his tour of Fonnosa, 
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al-RIFA'I, AT3d al-Mun^lm 


AlDd al-Mun'ifli al-Rlfa^i^ Director of National Guidance, responsible 
for Broadcasting and Press, is a former Ambassador who has served in 
Washington and London* A member of one of Jordsin^s prominent families, 
he is a brother of Samir ai-Rifa*i, the present Prime Minister. He is 
witty, intelligent, quick to grasp a situation, and conciliatory, and 
is considered Jordan's most competent diplomat as well as one of its 
most ciiltured citizens. As Minister, later Ambassador, to the United 
States, and UN delegate froa 1953 to 1956, he became familiar with 
America and shares hia brother's pro-American feelings. 

Abd al-Mun'im was born in Tyre, Lebanon on March 21, 1915* He is 
married to Nahlah Qudfli of itomaacua and they have one son, Omar, born 
in 1952 . In the stunmer of 1957>Madanie Rifa'i became involved with an 
Egyptian singer and left her husband* This has given rise to nmerous 
scandalous allegations against both Abd sC.-Mun*lm and Nahlah. Abd alp.- 

Mun'im speaks English and French and some Persian and Turkish, in /•/' 
addition to Arabic, 


* I 






\'/ 


Abd al-Mun*lm received hia early education in Trans joidLan where 
his family moved when he was a child. In 1937 he graduated from the 
American University of Beirut, Lebanon, and the following yesu* entered 
the service of the Jordanian Royal Court as Secretary to the late King 
Abdullah. He subsequently became the King's Master of Ceremonies and 
Assistant Chief of the Royal Chaniber, When Jordan was granted the 
ri^t to establish consular representation in 1945^ al-Rifa'i was 
appointed Consul in Cairo and later Consul General in Syria and Lebanon, 
In 1946 he returned to the service of the King, accompanied him to 
England for the signing of the Anglo-Jordanlan Treaty of Alliance, and 
represented him on missions to the Bey of Tunis and the King of Greece, 
During his brother's premiership, from 1946 until 1947/ al-Rifa'i served 
as Under Secretary of Foreign Affairs. In I 949 King Abdullah persuaded 
him to come to Washington as Counselor of the Jordanian Legation, and the 
following year he became Minister to Iran and Pakistan, He was named 
Minister to the United States in September 1953 and became an Ambassador 
in December 1953 when the Jordanian Legation was elevated to an Embassy. 
He also served as Jordanian delegate to the UN. 

V/hile In Washington he aroused the enmity of local (Jordanian) 
extremists who opposed his vote against admission of Communist China to 
the UN and who were unhappy about his conciliatory stand on Palestine, 
particularly his favorable attitude toward the Johnston Plan. It wat at 
this time that his reputation as pro-American began. The Nabulsi govern¬ 
ment ordered his recall in December 1956, euid the local press annovmced 
that he would be tried for violation of his trust as a diplomat, namely, 
for the resale of customs-free alcohol while in Tehran. Several local 
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al-RTFA^I, Abd al-Mun‘lm (continued) 


and neutral observers stated that the charges against Rifa'i vere quite 
probably true but hastened to add that such behavior was characteristic 
of all Jordanian diplomats. Ahd al-Mun*lm refused to appear before a 
disciplinary board, and the charges were not pressed. 

Upon the formation of the Hasbim-Rifa*i regime in April 1957 Abd al- 
Mun'im was appointed Ambassador to Egypt to help fulfill his brother's 
hopes of a rapprochement with that country. When Egyptiein-Jordanian 
relations were severly strained by the discovery of an Egyptian plot in 
Amman, he was recalled in June and appointed Ambassador to Lebanon. In 
Lebanon he was particularly active on behalf of his brother in consulta¬ 
tion with President Chamoxan in attempts to form a pro-Western bloc in the 
Arab world. After the unfortunate notoriety which surrounded his wife’s 
relationship with the famous Egyptian singer mentioned above, Samir 
Rifa'i found it expedient to transfer Abd al-Mun-im to London. He 
served in London frcaa January to August 1956 when he was recalled to 
Amman to become Director of National Guidance and to head the Jordanian 
delegation to the UN General Assembly. 

Abd al-Mun'im is one of the most sophisticated of Trans Jordanians. 
He has a reputation as a poet, enjoys social life and is extremely 
friendly with Westerners. He is friendly with British and American 
Officials and is reputed to have few enemies at home. His friends even 
include several persons no^/ in disfavor with his brother's regime. He 
still limps from a leg wound i*eceived during riots in Damascus in 19^5 
when he was stationed there. 
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Fifty-seven year old Syrian born Dr. Shavkat Sati, vho will accompany 
King Ilusayn on his trip to Formosa, the United States and the United 
Kingdom in March-April 1959> is personal Physician to the King. He is 
a medical doctor without a speciality. Little is known of Dr- Sati's 
qualifications as a physician, but the King's continued good health 
during the crisis and tribulations of the past two years may be a tribute 
to the doctor's abilities. He does not involve himself in politics and 
is reticent about discussing the royal family or himself. 

Dorn at Damascus in 1902, Dr. Sati graduated from the Istanbul Uni¬ 
versity Medical School in 1923* Almost immediately he accepted a position 
in the Jordan Ministry of Health where he served in various capacities 
during the years. The highest position in which he served was that of 
Chief Government Doctor for the districts of Ma'an and Karak. In about 
19^0 he became King Abdullah's private doctor. He was subsequently re¬ 
tained by King Talal and King Husayn and has traveled with each of the 

4 

Kings on trips in the Middle East and to Europe. He recently traveled 
to Switzerland with Queen Mother Zain, but has not previously traveled 
to the United States. 

Dr. Sati is married and has several children. His elder son Is a 
first secretary in the Jordanian Foreign Service and is now stationed in 
Madrid. One of his daughters married a Turk who was assigned to the 
Turkish Embassy in Amman and who is now with the Turkish Foreign Office 
in Anlcara. Another daughter is married to Prince Zayd, a cousin of 
King Ilusayn, and lives in Amman. Zayd was a close adviser to the King 
when Wabulsi was Prime Minister, but is now in disfavor as a result of 
his disloyal activities in 1957 * 

Dr. Sati is a Moslem. He speaks excellent English as v/ell as Arabic. 
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SHAHA, Sadiq (Major General) 

Major General Sadiq Shara^ Deputy Commander in Chief'.and Chief of 
Staff of the Jordan Araiy^ is a capable staff officer who is believed to 
he of doubtful loyalty to the King, General Shara is a personable, rather 
suave Arab who could almost pass for an Engl^hman. Ke speaks English 
with an English accent and has a slight speech impediment, indicative of 
his nervous teirnperament. British Army advisers do not trust Shara, and 
state that he is not decisive and seldom commits himself forcefully. 


Shara was born in 1922 at Howvarek in the Irbid District of Jordaa- 
He is married, but his wife is veiled and does not appear with him socially. 
His brother, Salah Shara, is Commanding Officer of the Hashemite Brigade. 


Commissioned in 19^2, Shara rose in the Arab Legion ranks end was 
selected by the British for military training in Near Eastern and English 
training schools, including Camberley Staff College. In 195^ it was 
repoirted that Shara, then a Colonel, was a member of the secret, pro* 
Egyptian Free Officers Movement (FOM) led by Lt. Colonel Ali Abu Nuvar.. 
Shara became a Brigadier in 195^ and accompanied Muwar to Cairo in 
August of that year. Tile Egyptian Commander in Chief, Major General *Abd 
al-Eaklm *Ali Amir, allegedly met Shara privately in Cairo. In April 
1957 Shara did not side with Nuwar in his plot against the King and 
gave outward evidence of being loyal to Husayn. It was believed at the 


time, however, that Shara had inside knowledge of the plot which he did 
not diviilge to. the government. In November 1957> as Deputy Chief of Sta.f^ 
he was in charge of the military mission to Beimt whicb. unsuccess 
sought to obtain militarv assistance for Jordan from Lebanon. On 




sought to obtain military assistance for Jordan from Lebanon. On 
February 4, 1958 Shara was promoted to Major General, continuing as 'A. j 
Deputy Chief of Staff, and was later confirmed in this position* 


Reports that General Shara was plotting against the King evidently 
reached the King's ear early in 195® and Shara was granted 1,000 d*Anvims 
of land from the King's personal holding in an attempt to hold his loyalty. 
In Jime 1958, however, there was evidence that Shara was attenuating to 
li.ne up officers to support his desire to be appointed Chief of Staff. 

It was reported that King Husayn believed that Shara had tanpered with 
the array promotion list in order to place his friends in key. positions, 
that he had impeded the progress of security investigations, and that he 
might have teen indirectly implicated in several unexplained bombing 
incidents near Kaw camp when Shara was stationed there. As a result of 
these suspicious King Husayn posted Shara to the Arab Union Headquar1.5rs 
in Baghdad in June 1958 to remove him from his positi.on of influence in 
the Jordanian Corps. After the demise of the Arab Union, Shara returned 
to Amman at the end of July 1958^ He had been beaten and br'aised in the 
rioting in Baghdad at the time of the coup, but surprisingly enough ex¬ 
cused the Iraqi brutalities as a revolutionary necessity. He was re¬ 
confirmed in his position as Deputy Chief of Staff of the Jordan Army 
and in January 1959 became Deputy Commander in Chief and Chief of Staff 
of the Jordan Armed Forces* 
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SHUKRI. Havdar 


Haydar Shukri^ a leading baniier and businessman of Jordan, is a 
:ble, conservative, quiet man irho seems to have the touch of Midas 


where money is concerned. 


staunch 


personal friend and adviser of Prime Minister Rifa'i, he probably has 
>re influence on Jordamian official policy than anyone else outside 
le government and a great deal more influence than many within the 
government* Shukri's sister is the wife of Prime Minister Rifa*l. and 


almost a daily 


finaincially, and assists him to regain 


addition, Shukri j 
: ice, supports him 


Shukri was for many years the manager of the Ottoman Bank in Jordan 
a British bank which acts as banicer to the Govenanent of Jordan. He was 
forced out of his job In 1951 when the Government notified the bank that 
it would withdraw its deposits if Shukri continued as Manager. This 
move was very distasteful to the Bank Directors in London, but they fell 
in line and offered Shukri a transfer# He preferred to resign. It was 
believed at the time that Prime Minister Abu al-Huda forced him out In 
an effort to harm his political rival Rifa*i, who was dependent on 
Haidar Bey’s financial support. 


For about three years Shuliri vaa '’unemployed", thou^ his business 
Ivities continued unabated and undiminished. About four years ago 
became General Manager of the Bank of Cairo, a position he continues 
to hold. His business interests include the Jordan Hotels Company, of 


.ch he is the moving spirit. He is also the representative in Jordan 
TAPUKE. Like most wealthy men in Jordan he owns a great deal of 
l 1 property, including two farms, and a new and handsome heme in Amman 


Shukri was born at Saida, Lebanon in 1902 and is today the head of 
a prominent family which moved from Haifa to Amman about 1926. He con¬ 
siders himself a pure Jordanian and one of the "original Ammanites" 
(meaning those who started Transjordan under the late King Abdullah) • 
Some of his relatives still live in Haifa. His wife is believed to be 
related in some way to the Hashemite royal family of Jordan* At any 
rate Shuikri had close relations with King Abdullah and his family con-- 
tinues to be closely connected with the royal family, particularly 
Cjueen Zain. The female members of the royal family visit his home fre¬ 
quently, and his house serves as the place of meeting when Queen Zaln 
and Prime Minister Samir ol-Rifa’i confer. 


Shukri has two brothers in Amman and has several children. At 
least two are girls. One son, Asad, is now studying at American 
University in Washington, D. C. r "i" 
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Shtikri received his secondary education at L*Ecole des Freres 
(Jesuit) in Beirut# It is not known whether he graduated from college, 
hut he is believed to have pursued highter education at schools in 
Egypt and Turkey. He speaks Arabic, French, Turkish and English. 

Haidar Bey looks more or less like a banker. He is paunchy, balding, 
middle-^aged, and wears dark suits. He is shrewd, and is more inclined 
toirreird intrigue than power plays. He likes to appear a mam of mystery, 
which he is in many ways, but he is a friendly man who goes out of his 
way to stay on good terms with everyone and seems to succeed in getting 
along with people of vastly different viewpoints. He is v/ell-connected 
with meuay men of prominence throu^out the Middle i^st# 

Shukri has his dinner in the jniddle of the day and never eats in 
the evening# He prefers to pass the evening drinking scotch and soda, 
and smoking fine Uppmann cigars which he has flown in from Havana at 
a total cost of about $1 per cigar# 
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SUHAY^jIAT, Muhammad (Colonel) 


Colonel ivluhaminad Siihaymat, Chief of the Jordan Criminal Investi¬ 
gation Division (CID), is a conscientious and industrious official 
who was an assistant to Sir Patrick Coghill, when British advisers 
were in charge of the Arab Legion* Colonel Suhaymat was born about 
1915 at Kerak, Jordan* He is pro-%stern and loyal to the Xing* In 
August 1958 he attended the special session of the UN General 
Assembly at Mew York, 
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al-TALHUNI, Bahjat 


Bahjat al-Talhuni, Chief of the Royal Cabinet, and King Husayn's 
closest advisor, transacts Palace business in a quiet, self-effacing 
vay and is looked upon in Airman as a paragon of loyalty. Many vho envy 
his relationship with the young monarch have tried to replace him. 

Others have attempted to. Impugn him and even spread scandal about his 
wife and his daughter, but Talhuni has been successful in keeping his' 
post. Actually little can be said truthfully against him. He was known 
as an honest judge during the early yeairs of his career, and his wealth 
has not multiplied visibly since he gained his position at the court. 

His potentialities as a political leader, however, are limited by his 
narrow education and ignorance of the outside world. A Muslim frcm a small 
and baclward town, he speaks no foreign language, and except for a trip 
to London in 1955 find his present trip with King Husayn to the Far East 
and the United States he has not traveled outside the Near East. Talhuni 
has been friendly with Americans, but is not believed to favor any 
particular foreign alliance and has little interest in foreign affairs, 
lie works long hours at the Palace, has done well as the King’s advisor, 
and travels willingly on the King’s business. It has been said that he 
is a chameleon vho takes his color from his surroundings, but never more 
than will save his skin. . - 

■*•/ 

Talhuni was bom in I 913 in Ma*an, East Jordan, of a locally 
prominent family. His wife, who does not appear in public, is also 
Ma’an. The Talhuni *s have three children; a girl Muna, age 15 , and two''iv’,;; 
boys, Adnan, 12, and Ghassan, 6* Mrs, Talhuni is friendly with Queen 
Zain. Talhuni attended the Salt Secondary School and, like most East 
Banlc leaders of the old type, completed his education at the Syrian 
University in Damascus where he graduated in law In 1936. Fo31owlng 
graduation frcM law school he entered the Transjordaui judiciary service 
first as an apprentice judge in 1938 end then as Attorney General in 
Irbid in 1939- He went to Salt as Magistrate in 1942 but stayed only one 
year until appointed President of the Karak District Court In 1943* In 
1946 he vas appointed President of the Amman Court of Appeals, a post 
which he held, with the exception of one year as Court President In 
Irbid, until elevated to the Cabinet in 1953* Fawzi al-Mulqi appointed 
Talhuni Minister of Interior in May 1953, and Minister of Justice in 
November of the same year. Following the fall of the Mulq,i cabinet, 
TaUiunl was appointed Rais-a-Diwan at the Palace on May 15, 1954 re¬ 
placing Abdul Rahman al-Khalifah, who was appointed to the new cabinet 
of Tawfiq Abu al-Huda as Minister of Finance. Talhuni's appointment was 
only temporary, hut at the end of the Abu al-Huda government in October 
1954 Khaiifah was not brought back to the Palace. Talhuni remained. 

While the reasons for Talhuni's retention are not clear, one factor was 
probably the King's need for a reliable East Jordanian without political 
entanglements. 
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al-TALHUNI, BahJat (continued) 

Talhimi progressively consolidated his position within the Palace 
until the King came to depend more on him than on any other person. 

When, early in 1957^ Husayn found himself surroxmded by disloyal 
favorites, militant extremists and anti-monarchists, he relied on 
Talhi.mi to organize his campaign against them, to carry secret messages 
to Arab heads of state, and to meet with the conservative groups who 
come to power. Since April 1957> Talhuni has had. his fingers in every 
pie and is expecially active in press affairs, local politics (on behalf 
of the King), police and military matters. Only In foreign affairs has 
he hesitated to Intervene. 
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TUQAN, Ghalib 


The First Court Chamberlain^ Ghalib Tuqan, tos a minor govemuient 

official prior to his recent appointment to the court. His father^ the 

late Sulayman Tuqan, served as ^^inister of Tefense In the Arab Union 

and was killed in the Baghdad riots on July *1^^ 1958 during the Iraqi 
coup. 

Ghalib Tuqan was born about 1915> received an A.B. degree from the 
University of Beirut^ and became a rural district officer first in Gaza 
and then in 1940 in Jerusalem. He worked for Point 4 in Jordan prior to 
1957 and reportedly exacted bribes from individuals who were to be em- 
ployed under his supervision. In November 1958 he was appointed Second 
Secretary to the Permanent Mission of Jordan at the United Nations, hut 
there is no record that he ever took up his duties in New York. He will 
accompany King Husayn on the March-April tour of Formosa, the United 
States and England. 

Ghalib Tuqan is married and has a small daughter and a son. Be 
speaks English and Arabic. 




Yi2LS]ir, Lt. Col. Fathi 



Lt, Colonel Path! Yasin, senior Aide-de-Camp to ICLng Husayn^ who 
also served as Aide to the late Prlne Minister Ahu al-Euda^ Is 
described as being reserved and rather colorless. Since mu-ch of his 
career has been spent on aide duty he has had little experience in the 
coinmaiid of troops. 


Colonel Yasin was horn in 19£3 at Irbid and graduated from the 
Jordan Royal Military College in 19^3* For seme years he served as 
Aide-de-Camp to Prime Minister Tawfiq^ Abu al-Suda, and in 1952 he became 
assistant operations officer in an infantry brigade. Prean 195 ^ io 1955 
he i7as commander of a tank brigade, and from. 1957 until August 195Q 
served as military attach^ at Beirut^ Lebanon# He was recalled in August 
to serve as senior Aide-de-Camp to the King. He speaks Arabic and 
fairly good English. 





State-FL, \Iash., B.C. 



